
PIRBRIGHT PARISH COUNCIL  
Highways & Environment Committee 

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 11 July 2012 at 8.15pm in the Parish Shop.  
Present were:     Cllr M. Hobbs (Chairman)               Cllr C. Newman  
                           Cllr E. Eason                                  Cllr R. Nevins 
 
In attendance:     Mrs L. Graham (Clerk)                   
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Apologies for Absence and Declarations of Interest 
No apologies for absence and no declarations of interest were received. 
 
CHAIRMAN 
To Elect a Chairman for the Committee 
Action: Cllr Mike Hobbs was elected unanimously as Chairman for the committee, proposed by Cllr 
Eason and seconded by Cllr Nevins. 
 
MINUTES 
To Approve the Minutes of the Last Meeting 
Action: the minutes of the previous meeting, held on 11 October 2011, were approved and signed 
by the Chairman. 
 
TRAFFIC ISSUES 
4:1 To Review the Proposals for the Parish Safety Scheme Phase 2 and update as necessary 
Members reviewed and updated phase 2 of the Safety Scheme, originally proposed by the previous 
parish council. 
Action:  it was agreed to remove all references to gateways in preference for more physical speed-
ing deterrents, such as speed humps/cushions or chicanes.  Among extra items proposed for the 
scheme were:  1) a roundabout at Fox Corner, at the junction of Ash Road with Guildford Road  
                         2) a traffic island in the Guildford Road opposite Lord Pirbright’s Hall.   
Full details of all the measures proposed for Phase 2 are outlined in the annex to these minutes. 
 
4:2 To Identify and Propose Training Dates for the SDR/VAS 
Cllr Hobbs will contact the Clerks of  Worplesdon and Normandy Parish Councils to arrange dates. 
 
4:3 To Discuss Parking in the Village & Establish a Working Party to Consider Future Options 
Action 1: Cllrs Hobbs, Eason and Newman agreed to serve on the working party.  
Action 2:  it was agreed to proceed with the proposal, agreed at the previous meeting, to move 
posts back from the edge of Avenue de Cagny, beginning with a short section towards car park. 
 
PARISH MAINTENANCE 
To Receive an Update on the Flood Forum 
Tim Pilsbury from GBC has reported that the Executive has considered the bid for a survey of the 
Hodge catchment area, and a scheme is now on the provisional capital programme. This means that 
funding has been approved in principle, but will need a further report to the Executive, once the out-
come of the study is known, to request that funding approved in principle is moved to the approved 
capital programme. 
For information 
 
EMERGENCY PLAN 
To Establish a Sub-Committee to Create the Plan 
Action: Cllrs Hobbs and Newman agreed to form a sub-committee with Cllr Gordon Jackson of GBC 
to create an Emergency Plan for the parish. 
 
The meeting ended at 9.15pm. 
 
Signed:……………………………………………………                           Date………………………….. 



Road/Hazard Suggested change Remarks 

1. Gole Road 
Dangerous with speeding  
traffic past golf club and  
entering residential area. 

1:1 Reduce existing speed limit to 30mph between 
junction with Dawney Hill to beyond Vapery Lane.  

There are several precedents nearby with a 30mph limit 
where houses are on one side of the road only – e.g.  
Dawney Hill.  In both cases the far side is extensively and 
necessarily used for residents’ parking. Residents have been 
canvassed and are 100% in favour. 

 1:2 More emphatic warning is needed for traffic entering Gole 
Road from the west, e.g. a yellow-backed ‘30’ repeater, plus road 
marking: SLOW. 

 

 1:3 Road signs near the golf club to indicate people crossing 
are required.  

It is part of the approved walk-to-school route from Pirbright 
Camp. 

 1:4 Physical speeding deterrent (e.g. road bumps or cushions) 
with appropriate signage at speed limit point west of Vapery Lane 
junction. 

 

2. Vapery Lane 
Dangerous due to its lack of 
width and its blind bends.   

30mph limit required along whole length but an advisory 20mph 
limit deserves consideration for the built-up length (precedent – 
Burdenshot Lane). 
 

At present a 30mph limit starts halfway along its northern 
stretch. It is much used as a rat-run avoiding Gole Road, yet 
it is also the approved route to school for Camp children, but 
there is no footway. 

3. School Lane The new 20mph sign is not enough – it needs a yellow back and 
some verbal explanation e.g. “School Zone”, as per the High-
way Code and other local examples. Install a sign of advance 
warning of chicane for priority traffic. 
Physical speeding deterrent (e.g. road bumps or cushions) at 
the 30mph sign west of junction with Vapery Lane. 

 

4. Church Lane 
The one-way section of this 
narrow (6’ 6”) lane carries NW 
bound traffic and has always 
been dangerous for pedestri-
ans and other users such as 
cyclists, horse riders, invalid 
buggies, etc.   

Measures to protect pedestrians and greater effort to            
discourage through traffic and to encourage careful driving, e.g. 

a)   a 20mph advisory limit (30mph is a dangerous 
      speed for this lane) 
b)   a more forceful warning before the one-way section i.e. 

more emphatic than the existing man-and-boy sign 
c)   an “except for access” status 

The Lane is extensively used as a rat-run and the traffic has 
increased since the School Lane scheme was created. 
 

PIRBRIGHT SAFETY SCHEME PHASE 2 

1.  



Road/Hazard Suggested change Remarks 
5. Church Lane, The Green, 
w of A324 

a)  Protection for pedestrians crossing at southern 
entrance to Church lane (by Hatchers), perhaps by 

         pinching the corner; 
b)  protection for pedestrians at northern entrance, 

perhaps by restoring the kerb or painting lines  
         around the lay-by. 
   c)  consideration of closure of southern entry to Church Lane. 

Vehicles enter from A324 fast and often without indicating. 

6. A324:  Dawney Hill 
Traffic entering Dawney Hill 
from Pirbright Arch needs 
more warning that it is still 
subject to a 30mph limit.   

6:1 Physical speeding deterrent (e.g. road bumps or cushions) 
is needed between the Arch and Caterham Close, with a yellow-
backed 30 repeater and appropriate wording.   
 

The parish starts on the north side of the railway arch but 
this is a technicality that should not prevent the installation – 
e.g. Guildford Road. 
There is not a house in sight on emerging on the south side 
of the Arch and the first 30mph repeater is frequently         
obscured by verge growth (as now). 

 6:2 The carriageway should have the word SLOW or 30 at a 
point on the hill to remind drivers and deter speeding to catch the 
green light at School Lane; possible louvered visor on green light 
(as at junction of Cemetery Pales and A322)? 

 

 6:3 An additional directional sign to Guildford is required on 
south side of arch. 

Traffic slows down on south side of arch looking for signs 

7. A324: Guildford Road A traffic island opposite Lord Pirbright’s Hall is needed to assist             
pedestrians to cross road 

This feature was on the original Safety Plan, but removed to 
keep budget down. 

8. Brunswick Road Ask Army to reconsider closure to civilian traffic Closure has caused pressure on Gole Road and Pirbright 
Arch 

9. Gapemouth Road Consider improved signage/surface. 
Check drainage at railway arch. 

19 recorded accidents since February 2005, including 5 in 
February 2006 

10. A324: Aldershot Road There should be a physical speeding deterrent (e.g. road 
bumps or cushions) at the 30mph sign before entering village. 

The speed limit issue is now being addressed.  We have 
also asked for the footway to be extended as far as        
Fernbank. 
 

11. B3032: Guildford Road Reduce speed limit to 40mph as already requested; install  
more chevron signs on bends. 

Replace damaged chevron, damaged in one of a series of 
accidents in January 2006 

12. Fox Corner/Ash Road Roundabout at junction of Guildford Road (B3032) and Ash 
Road. 

Redundant signage should be removed and damaged     
signage replaced. 

2.  
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